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Greetings  
Federal Way Public 
Schools families 
and community,

This school year 
has been an 
exciting one 
with the highest 
graduation rate 
in recent years, 
passage of a 

bond package to rebuild schools and 
the Educational Programs & Operations 
replacement levy that will provide our 
scholars with the staff, resources and 
infrastructure necessary for high quality 
learning environments. We are preparing 
each of our 23,000 scholars to have a 
voice, a dream and a bright future and are 
grateful for our community continuing to 
lean in to our schools.

In Federal Way Public Schools, we are 
committed to providing a safe learning 
environment for all scholars. In addition to 
having emergency plans at each school, 
our staff is currently engaged in safety 
training to ensure they are prepared should 
something occur. We are also teaching our 
scholars behaviors that promote learning 
while still holding them accountable if they 
should behave inappropriately. We need 
our families to reinforce and support these 
high expectations at home. 

Did you attend our second annual STEM 
Exploration Night at Todd Beamer High 
School on March 28? This event was a great 
success with thousands of PK–12 scholars 
and their families attending to explore, 
inform, learn and prepare for the science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) careers that exist in our region. 
Washington ranks #1 nationally in the 
concentration of STEM jobs, with 37 percent 
of all King County jobs in the STEM fields. 
FWPS wants our scholars to start preparing 
now to access STEM-related college and 
career pathways that are high-demand, 
high-wage professions.   

We are moving right along with the bond 
project that is rebuilding some of our 
aging, deteriorating schools. Thank you to 
the over 1,200 staff, students, parents and 
community members who attended a Bond 
Project Information Session for the initial 
projects: Thomas Jefferson High School 
and four elementary schools (Lake Grove 
Elementary, Star Lake Elementary, Mirror 
Lake Elementary, Wildwood Elementary). 
There are more opportunities for the 
community to engage, so check our 
website, or call us at 253-945-2000 for the 
latest information.  

There is so much more good news to share 
about our schools! Check out our website 
at www.fwps.org, Facebook, Twitter, or the 
Federal Way Public Schools mobile app. We 
look forward to continuing to partner with 
each of you.

In partnership,

Thousands of Federal 
Way Public Schools 
(FWPS) scholars, 

families, and community 
members attended the 
second annual STEM 
Exploration Night on 
March 28, 2018 at Todd 
Beamer High School. This 
event invited attendees 
of all ages to experience 
career pathways in science, 
technology, engineering 
and math (STEM).
More than 90 booths were 
present, including local colleges 
and businesses, to provide 
information about STEM-
related college and career 
opportunities. Representatives 
were present from Boeing, 
Microsoft, Amazon, Google, 
Cascade Regional Blood 
Services, University of 
Washington Tacoma, Highline 
College and more.

We look forward to continued 
partnerships with apprenticeship 
programs, higher education, 
businesses and others at this 
annual event to build our 
scholars’ awareness of post-high 
school STEM pursuits.

exploration night

“Learning about STEM is important because you 
get to have those experiences before college so it 

should help you when you get to college.” 

F W P S  S E V E N T H  G R A D E  S T U D E N T

Scholars from Panther Lake 
Elementary practice their computer 

programming skills during the 
Sphero Maze Coding Challenge.

Microsoft 
was onsite to 

provide hands-
on computer 

activities, 
a big hit for 
elementary 

student-
scholars.

The “Women in STEM panel”  
brought guests such as Microsoft’s 
Coder Program Manager, Liz Bander, 
Alaska Airlines’ ITS Strategic 
Communications Manager, Lori 
Lonthorne, and Amazon Web Services’ 
Data Center Security Manager, Shaudé 
Moore. Attendees also heard from 
special guest speakers, including Alan 
Morales Blanco, who shared about his 
experience working at Google.

Washington state 
ranks #1 nationally 
in the concentration 
of STEM-related jobs, 
with 37 percent of all 
King County jobs in the 
STEM fields. Research 
shows that by the time 
a scholar is in fifth or 
sixth grade, many have 
made a decision about 
their interest/ability 
to hold a STEM job, 
and events like STEM 
Exploration Night 
provide an opportunity 
for scholars to explore 
these careers and 
more.

“The professionals at STEM 
night know what it takes 
to launch a STEM career, 

and they’re here just for our 
scholars and families. STEM 
Exploration Night helps our 
scholars put in context the 

learning they’re experiencing 
every day in the classroom. 
We know how important 

opportunities like these can 
help our scholars achieve 

their dreams.”

D R . TA M M Y  C A M P B E L L
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

In Sphero Mini Golf, visitors had 
the opportunity to drive a Sphero 
robot through a miniature golf hole 
and check out the programs FWPS 
scholars have created to let Sphero 
navigate on its own.

THOUSANDS ATTEND 2ND ANNUAL EVENT



 

PARENTS: HOW 
OFTEN ARE YOU 
CHECKING YOUR 
CHILD’S PROGRESS 
IN PARENTVUE?

We have incredible staff working with 
your child every day. It is essential to 
check your child’s grades. ParentVue 

is an important tool available to check your 
child’s progress such as attendance, grades, 
report cards and schedules. 

If you have already signed up, check your 
child’s progress frequently on ParentVue at 
https://grades.fwps.org or from the FWPS 
mobile app. Need to sign up? Contact your 
child’s school.

Left, new gym floors and bleachers have  
been installed. Above, a Boeing representative 
discusses partnering to ensure manufacturing 
courses reflect industry standards.

The Scholar Advisory to the Superintendent 
listen to Chief Hwang during their visit to 
City Hall on March 13, 2018.
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F E D E R A L  W A Y  H I G H  S C H O O L  

H ello FWPS Parents,  
Families and Community,

As you know, the passage of the Educational 
Programs & Operations (EP&O) replacement 
levy is one of our most pressing needs to 
continue essential funding beyond what 
the state provides for staffing, services 
and programs to adequately support our 
scholars across 38 school sites. This replaces 
the current EP&O levy that is set to expire in 
December 2018.

The levy has officially passed with 58.19 
percent YES votes and with higher voter 
approval than in 2014 (56.65 percent). Thank 
you to our voters for their support, and 
continuing investment in high quality staff 
and programming that benefit all 23,000 
scholars in Federal Way Public Schools.

Levies are for learning and help fill the gap 
between what the state funds, and the 
remaining needs to support a safe and 
supportive learning environment for a 
district of 38 sites and 23,000 students.
The FWPS EP&O replacement levy maintains 
funding for: 
•	 Approximately 300 staff positions: 

Classroom teachers, 19 nurses (beyond 
the 3.5 nurses the state funds), 12 security 
positions (beyond the 4 positions the state 
funds), counselors, and bus drivers.

•	 Services: Special education programs, and 
English Language Learner (ELL).

•	 Activities: Athletics, after school programs, 
and music offerings.

Stay tuned, and check out our website for 
updates on the EP&O  
levy at www.fwps.org/Page/5216.

I want to thank each of you for all of your 
support to continue funding for our scholars 
to ensure their bright futures.

In partnership,

Dr. Tammy Campbell, Superintendent

for renewing your 
commitment of the 
EP&O replacement 
levy in support of 
our student-scholars.

THANK YOU VOTERS

  

On March 13, 2018, Federal  
Way Public Schools scholars 
visited Federal Way City Hall and had the 

opportunity to hear from Mayor Ferrell, Police Chief 
Hwang and other city leaders. Scholars learned about 
city careers and how to be leaders in their community. 

The 32 scholars in attendance are part of the Scholar 
Advisory to the Superintendent. For the second year 
in a row, this advisory group was convened by Dr. 
Tammy Campbell, FWPS superintendent, to provide 
student voice and perspective on how things are going 
in FWPS and to provide leadership and educational 
opportunities throughout the year for scholars. 

This was the second time the Scholar Advisory to 
the Superintendent has had the opportunity to learn 
about careers in the community during a site visit. In 
October, scholars toured the Lakehaven Water and 
Sewer District and learned about the various careers 
represented there.

Superintendent Dr. Tammy Campbell emphasized that 
the scholars present were student leaders representing 
each of the secondary schools and set the stage for what 
students should take away from the visit, “Listen to 
what you hear from our city leaders and how you can 
add that to your leadership skillset.”

Mayor Ferrell spoke to the scholars about the 
importance of “people supporting what they help 
create” and discussed his efforts to realize a vision for 
the city of Federal Way. He also listened as scholars 
shared their thoughts about how to reach more students 
and members of the community. 

SCHOLARS LEARN ABOUT

Civic engagement and careers at Federal Way City Hall

Chief Hwang talked to scholars about vision, passion 
and character, as well as what it takes to become a 
police officer. He said, “All successful people have a 
vision. What do you want tomorrow to look like for 
you and your organization?” Students asked questions 
about how trust is built with the community and what 
steps are being taken to prevent crime. 

Current university students who are working as 
economic development interns for the city shared what 
it takes to find, apply and gain experience for internship 
opportunities. 

Community Center Manager Doug Nelson talked 
about the various careers available within the parks and 
recreation department, as well as summer employment 
opportunities.

Scholars also learned about legal careers from Chief 
Prosecutor Jennifer Castleton who gave background 
of how to get a law job and what the work looks like in 
various levels of government. The day concluded with a 
tour of the police department. 

Throughout these presentations, scholars were 
encouraged to reflect on how today’s choices can 
impact career options for the future. Scholars also 
shared valuable feedback about how to strengthen the 
partnership between the city and the school district.

P R O J E C T  U P D A T E

         ederal Way High School      
         (FWHS) scholars, and 
those across the district,  
continue to benefit from the 
enhanced learning environ-
ments to help them compete  
for, and succeed in, 21st  
century jobs.

Recently, a representative from 
Boeing visited the new FWHS 
manufacturing classroom to observe 
the work scholars are currently 
doing, and discuss ways Boeing can 
continue to partner and improve 
the manufacturing courses offered 
in the district to ensure scholars 
are exposed to current industry 
practices. 

FWHS construction has continued 
through a rainy winter, making 
progress toward the scheduled 

completion date later this year. 
Several advancements have been 
made since our last update, 
including: 

•	 The baseball field has been 
completed, just in time for the 
season. The contractors are 
completing the work on the 
multipurpose sports field and will 
start work on the fastpitch field 
this spring.

•	 The kitchen and dining areas are 
almost complete, and staff will 
begin training in the new kitchen 
so they are prepared to serve 
meals.

•	 The new gym floors and 
bleachers have been installed. 

•	 Scholars will begin using the new 
gym, cafeteria and theater this 
spring immediately after the last 
of the original buildings have 
been demolished. 

These improvements will provide 
additional opportunities for our 
scholars. In the new gym, an 
entire room is dedicated to Health 
and Sports Medicine, which will 
prepare our scholars who wish to 
pursue careers in this field. There 
will be a room in this space for the 
Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(ROTC) program, including a 
large utility room where they can 
practice drills indoors.

“Listen to what  

you hear from our  

city leaders and  

how you can add that  

to your leadership  

skillset.”

D R . TA M M Y  C A M P B E L L ,

S U P E R I N T E N D E N T



EDUCATORS RECEIVE  
“BECAUSE OF YOU” AWARD  
AT BOARD MEETINGS

At the Board of 
Education 
meetings, the 

Scholar Advisory to 
the Superintendent 
announced the 
recipients of the 
Because of You Award. 
Scholars nominated staff throughout the 
district for this award in response to the 
positive impact the staff member has 
had on the scholar, their school, or their 
community. The Scholar Advisory to the 
Superintendent reviewed the nominations 
and selected staff members to receive 
the award in recognition of the incredible 
things they do for our scholars every day, 
making a difference in our scholars’ lives! 

Check out the educators who recently 
received the “Because of You” award! For 
information about how each of these 
educators is making a difference, check 
out www.fwps.org/becauseofyou.
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Natalia HowdeshellAlisa Desart

Lyn Stultz

Kaylee Sevier

Ryan Westhoff

David ColeDana Cole

Pat Long

Doug Toland

Charissa Eggleston

Georgia Bowles

Stephanie Paradee

BE
CAUSE OF 

OU

Together  
we can prepare 
scholars for 
greater success 
with literacy

How families can help grow their 
readers
•	 Every day counts, every scholar 

matters. Students who maintain good 
attendance through all years of school 
achieve grade level standards at a 
higher rate.

•	 Set aside at least 30 minutes per day 
for reading at home. Research shows 
that students who read for one hour a 
day make almost two years of growth 
in reading!

•	 Connect with your local King County 
Library.

 » Students get library cards for free. 

 » Students have access to the on-line 
system, including eBooks, through 
the Federal Way student log-in.

•	 Partner with your child’s teacher to 
learn more about how you can support 
your child. Scholar-Led Conferences 
are a great time to learn about what 
your child is learning, and areas they 
need more support. Families can 
always call the school and make an 
appointment to speak with their child’s 
teacher.

•	 Ask your scholar what they are 
learning, what books they are 
interested in, and what they are 
working on in reading. Encourage 
your child to be curious about books, 
and help highlight the joy of being a 
lifelong reader. 

IN THE WORDS OF A FWPS SCHOLAR

The importance  
of attending 
school every day 
by Daniel Chung,  
TAF@Saghalie student

Time. Our lives revolve around, or 
rather, in, time. Time can be 

wasted and used up like a phone battery, 
never to be seen or felt again. That’s how my 
mindset came to be. Not just shaped by moral 
standards or past experiences, but by realizing 
that time is valuable, in some ways more so 
than precious jewels. You see, the reason I 
care about the time I spend at school is that 
of the opportunities. My mother once told 
me, “If you miss a day of school, you might 
miss a big chance to become greater.” When 
I had been told, I had been around the age 
of ten, not being able to comprehend at all. 
But as time passed, it grew into a lesson, of 
how time can be so important to my future 
and wellbeing. I want to chase my dream of 
being a motivational speaker to people in 
need of hope, and I believe that the first steps 
to achieving my goal are to learn all that I can 
in school. Choosing school might seem like a 
hassle, but I am improved by it every day. That’s 
why I take every opportunity to go to school.

Safety remains a top priority 

At Federal Way Public Schools, scholar safety 
has been, and remains, a top priority. When 
parents and families send their precious children 

to school, they do so in trust that their students will be 
provided a safe learning environment every day. 

As part of our continued commitment to scholar safety, 
we have a plan in place at each of our schools to handle 
emergencies. We work closely with emergency personnel 
and local law enforcement to prepare for different 
emergency scenarios. In addition, schools are currently 
engaged in a multi-phase active shooter safety training 
to ensure staff are prepared to support their students in 
difficult times.

Also important is our focus on teaching behaviors that 
promote learning, and our expectation to hold our young 
people accountable when they behave inappropriately. Our 
expectations will remain high, and so will our levels of 
support.

Schools can’t do it alone. One of the most important 
things the families of our students can do is teach and 
reinforce high expectations for behavior in school. The 
expectation for each of the schools is to have learning 
environments in which our staff and scholars feel safe and 
supported, and students are ready to learn. Our schools 
are focused on teaching behaviors that promote learning 
and holding our young people accountable when they 
behave inappropriately. 

This work extends beyond the school house and must be 
reinforced at home and within our communities. Families, 
match our efforts so we can ensure your child is 
successful. 

We care deeply about safe learning environments and are 
committed to supporting the whole child. Thank you to 
our staff, families and the greater Federal Way community 
as vital partners to ensure each of our scholar’s safety. 

Speech and debate scholars excel  
in Federal Way Public Schools 

In Federal Way Public Schools, there are speech 
and debate programs at all four comprehensive 
high schools and TAF@Saghalie, with nearly 

100 scholars participating across these five sites. 
Recently, scholars from the Thomas Jefferson 
High School speech and debate team took second 
place in the state tournament. 

Superintendent Dr. Tammy Campbell is hoping 
to expand speech and debate opportunities, 
which is in alignment with FWPS Strategic Plan 
Goal 3—engaged, empowered, critical thinkers. 
These programs can have significant, positive 
impacts, and help scholars build competency in 
both verbal and written communication. One of 
our core beliefs is that scholars must have a voice, 
and speech and debate programs are one way 
scholars can build confidence and lift up their 
voices to make a difference in their community. 

Thomas Jefferson High School speech 
and debate team celebrates after taking 
second in the state tournament.

Federal Way Public Schools is 
preparing scholars’ readiness for 
college and the workforce, and 

a key focus is literacy. Literacy, the 
ability to read, write, speak and listen, 
is the baseline for success not only in 
all school subject areas, but also for 
advancement in life.

A key milestone in being college and career ready is the ability to read 
proficiently by third grade. The Annie E. Casey Foundation reports that 
children who do not read proficiently by the end of third grade are four 
times more likely to leave school without a diploma than proficient readers.

FWPS has committed to all third graders being proficient readers through 
Goal 1 of the Strategic Plan: The Early Years. We are taking deliberate 
steps to ensure this outcome by using specific, high quality resources and 
curriculum, and individual literacy plans. In addition, we’re providing tips 
for parents to help support their child’s reading skills and comprehension. 
Read on to learn more.
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FW School District #210
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools complies with 
all applicable state and federal laws and 
regulations regarding nondiscrimination 
and equal employment opportunities. 
Contact information and procedures 
for filing a complaint or to seek further 
information can be found at: www.fwps.
org/nondiscrimination-statement.
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Federal Way Public Schools Bond Project Schedule Update

Your voice matters!

20262018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Lake Grove Elementary Fall 2020

Mirror Lake Elementary Fall 2020

Star Lake Elementary Fall 2020

Wildwood Elementary Fall 2020

Thomas Jefferson High   Fall 2022

Olympic View K–8         Fall 2023

Totem Middle         Fall 2025

Illahee Middle         Fall 2025

Memorial Stadium                    Est. 2026

Mark Twain Elementary                                                               Fall 2021; year subject to change based on property acquisition and *SCAP funds

Misc. Projects SAFETY ENHANCEMENTS AT ALL SITES; MAJOR MAINTENANCE NEEDS AT SELECT SITES

Stakeholder voice is being integrated 
at all stages as we move forward 
through the process of 

rebuilding the first five bond project 
schools—Thomas Jefferson High School, 
Lake Grove Elementary, Wildwood 
Elementary, Star Lake Elementary, and 
Mirror Lake Elementary Schools. 

For more information, 
please visit www.fwps.

org/bond or call us at 
253-945-2000. 

Members of each school community will participate in 
committees, such as the Design Oversight Committee 
(DOC), that will work with the Architect and Engineer 
Project Design Team, ensuring scholar, family, staff, 
and community voice is heard as we develop safe and 
modernized learning environments for scholars. 

Each of the five school communities provided feedback to 
the Architect and Engineer Project Design Team during 
the Bond Project Information Sessions (Educational 
Specifications) held in February and March. Over 1,200 
staff, scholars, and families shared what is important 
to them in the new school facilities. They discussed 
what they’d like to see in terms of classroom spaces and 
common areas, and stressed the importance of planning 
for flexibility and longevity, as well as accounting for 
various learning styles and personalized instruction.

The DOC reviewed this feedback, filtering it through 
the Federal Way Public Schools Capital Project Guiding 
Principles and the district’s Strategic Plan, before 
providing recommendations to the Architect and 
Engineer Project Design Team. These recommendations 
will be incorporated into the process of designing the new 
school facilities. More opportunities to share your voice 
will be available as the projects progress. 
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OUR STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS
1. The Early Years:  

Building the Foundation

2. Whole Child:  
Thriving, Confident,  
Responsible Individuals

3. Active Learners:  
Engaged, Empowered, Critical Thinkers

4. Content-Area Competence:  
Mastery of All Subjects

5. Persistence to Graduation:  
High School Graduation Through 
Successful Transitions

WHAT ARE OUR CAPITAL PROJECT 
GUIDING PRINCIPLES?
•	 Advances Strategic Goals

•	 Learner Centered

•	 Equity of Opportunity

•	 Personalized Environments

•	 Sustainability

•	 Safety

•	 Community Connections

•	 Aesthetics

•	 Right Size for Growing Community

Over 1,200 staff, scholars, and 
families shared what is important to 
them in the new school facilities.
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